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hegarding  the  outline  for  the  disposal  of  Prisoners  of  var 
according  to  the  change  of  situation,  a  notification,  Army-Asla- 
Secrnt  No.  2257,  was  made  on  March  17,  by  the  Vice  V'ar  Minister,  as 
follows: 

note 

As  the  war  situation  has  become  very  critical,  I  have  beon 
ordered  t*  notify  you  not  to  make  any  blunders  In  the  treatment  of 
Prisoners  of  ’./or  based  upon  the  attached  "Outline  for  the  Disposal 
of  Prisoners  of  \'«r  According  to  the  Change  of  Situation,"  when  the 
havocs  of  war  moke  themselves  felt  In  our  Imperial  Homeland  and  In 
Menchukuo. 

(This  sheet  is  from  the  Monthly  lienort  on  Information 
of  Prisoners  of  Par  (UA  4)  ) 
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hegarding  the  outline  for  the  disoosal  of  Prisoners  of  Var 
according  to  the  change  of  situation,  a  notification,  A.rmy-Asia- 
Sccrnt  No.  2257,  was  made  on  i-irrch  17,  by  the  Vice  Var  Minister,  as 
follows: 

no 

A e  the  war  situation  lias  become  very  critical,  I  have  been 
ordered  t^  notify  you  not  to  make  any  blunders  in  the  treatment  of 
Prisoners  of  War  based  uoon  the  attached  "Outline  for  the  Disoosal 
of  Prisoners  of  War  According  to  the  Change  of  Situation,"  whon  the 
havocs  of  war  moke  themselves  felt  in  our  Imperial  u.omplnnd  and  in 
Menchukuo. 

(Phis  sheet  is  from  the  Monthly  Ketjert  on  Information 
of  Prisoners  of  War  (UA  4)  ) 
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OUTLINE  POP  THE  L'ISPCSAL  OP  PKISOilERS  OF  ’YAH 
ASCCRSIN5  TO  TH?  CKAN'-E  OF  SITUATION 

olicv 

1.  Prisoners  of  War  must  be  orcvonted  by  all  possible  moans 
from  filling  into  enemy  hendB.  a'r r  this  reason,  the  location  of  Frisonor 
of  or  CemoB  shall  or  charged. 

2.  In  the  o.’ont  of  an  enemy  attack  which  leaves  no  alternative, 
prisoners  war  taey  be  set  free. 

Outline 

1  •  §t ejil .Jgla.ongT.-ef  ..wr  oenms  (including 
brtuich  and  detached  '•oxl..r  -  bur  hereinafter).  Prisoner  ->f  war  ed- 

ministrativo  offic..rc  shnj.1  do  their  best  to  strengthen  the  powers  for 
guarding  prisoner  of  war  camps  by  expending  and  crmpleting  their  facilities 
to  conform  with  the  defense  or'grem  for  their  respective  districts,  and 
Bhall  also  dispatch  guards  to,  or  increase  guards  in,  the  branch  and  de¬ 
tached  camps  when  necessary,  or  designate  reinforcement  squads,  etc. 

The  commandants  of  the  caoros  end  their  subordinates  shall  not 
depend  only  on  internal  facilities,  but  shall  progressively  stimulate 
the  morale  of  the  prisoners,  and  at.  the  same  time  acquire  a  profound 
grasp  of  the ir  psychology  and  an  insight  into  their  behavior  and  super¬ 
vise  them  so  that  nothing  untoward  will  occur  in  ca.se  of  emergencies. 

2.  Transference  rf  -rin^ners  of  War.  Judging  from  conditions 
such  r.s  the  intensifying  of  enemy  air-raids  on  major  p-ints,  and  enemy 
lendings  on  our  Ennirr-,  both  of  which  will  follow  the  developments  of 
the  war  situation,  consideration  shall  be  given  to  the  overall  location 
of  pris"nerp.  of  war,  who,  from  the  viewpoint  of  defense,  shall  be  trans¬ 
ferred  or  cncentrated  et  the  proper  moment. 

A.  Irannfer  Programme 

1.  The  camps  to  be  transferred,  and  the  destination,  order  and.  timr 
of  traneferonoe ,  etc.  shall  be  nlemed  by  the  central  authorities,  with 
due  consideration  to  the  opinions  of  the  Army  district  Commanders. 

2.  The  time  f'r  transference  shall  be  notified  by  tho  Central 
Authorities,  but  in  case  of  8  sudden  change  in  the  situation,  trans¬ 
ference  may  to  executed  at  the  discretion  of  the  respective  Army  District 
Commanders. 

3.  As  such  transference  of  orisoners  of  war  is  likely  to  excite 
the  general  public,  great  care  shall  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  time  and 
method  of  transference. 
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3.  .egarding  Transference  and  the  Utilisation  of  Labor. 

s 

1.  As  the  call  for  o/iBcner  of  war  laborers  is  increasingly  great, 
oven  'inder  the  piaaent  situation,  the  deutination  of  the  transference 
shall  be  decided  only  after  duo  consideration  of  this  fact. 

2.  Prisoners  of  war  may  bo  employed  for  maintaining  communication 
lines,  so  their  location  at  the  proper  daces  is  also  to  be  considered. 

3.  Even  in  d 1 -lots  where  the  enemy  are  likely  to  intensify  their 
air-raids  or  effect  lariig  cp  e::i i'.cne ,  the  prisoner  of  war  camps  will 
be  left  till  the  lvt  :f  piiaono:-  >;?  •/:  r  labor  is  absolutely  necessary 
ia  that  area  to  maintain  our  fighting  power. 

The  I’veoo  In  which  the  ramps  will  remain  to  the  l.’st  will 
be  notified  by  the  c eat reu  authorities  w-th  due  consideration  to  tho 
opinion  of  the  Airy  Distrxct  Comma  :tfore.  Even  in  such  areas,  however, 
if  attacked  by  the  enemy,  the  location  of  the  canns  will  be  changed  as 
much  as  possible,  and  we  shall  not  1st  prisoners  of  war  fall  intc  enemy 
hands  until  we  have  got  Bomo  results  from  them. 

C.  Concentration  of  Prisoners  of  ar 

Prieoners  of  war  who  are  dispersed  at  various  places  for 
work  or  working  at  distant  daces  must  bo  properly  brought  together  to 
avoid  unexpected  disaster. 

3.  In  case  the  situation  becomes  urgent  end  there  is  no 
time  to  execute  the  transference  mentioned  above,  end  if  it  is  really 
unavoidable,  prisoners  of  war  may  be  sot  free.  Even  in  this  extremity. 
mcasuT'  s  shall  be  o/ikcr.  t<  transier  all  officers  and  those  who  are 
healthy  and  sircug  enough  ir  work.  Howorcr,  emergency  measures  Bhall 
be  takon  withou’,  delay  again,  t  those  of  antagonistic  attitudos,  and  wo 
shall  hope  for  nothing  regrettable  by  teking  proper  measures  to  suit 
the  occasion. 


4.  Utmost  care  shall  be  taken  that  no  harm  is  inflicted 
upon  the  general  public  by  freeing  tho  prisoners  of  war. 

5.  In  case  emergency  measures  are  to  bo  taken  to  suppress 
plots,  riots,  revolts,  etc  by  the  prisoners  of  war,  care  shall  be  taken 
that  they  are  not  utilized  for  enemy  propaganda  or  give  the  enemy  an  ex¬ 
cuse  for  rcsorclng  to  measures  of  retaliation. 

f>.  Especially  nothing  shall  be  left  to  be  desired  in  the 
procurement  and  supply  of  food  in  this  plan  for  disposal  of  the  prisoners 
of  war.  Every  effort  shall  be  made  to  maintain  the  minimum  amount  of 
food  necessary  to  sustain  the  lives  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  even  when 
transportation  ia  cut  off. 
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I,  JSiif-;:.';-.*;:  TV';  n  i _ ,  hereto”  cert  if  v  that  I  am 

officially  o’  ^1..  w>'  oh  je*  Government  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  capacity:  r.  e  ;i.  .-  ?  o  \i  r.»  .-ove n..:.rnt  Pr in oner  of 

War  Inform.-:'.. ! I-  re.<v  Ih  i  91  suoh  *  ffi^J'.l  I  have  custodv 
of  the  docaueiit  her  .c  avte.'hed  cju  Unlit, z  of  _6_  cages,  dated 
11  M-  rch .  if- lb  .  a:  3  deocri c - 1  a-J  folJLovs :  Order  from  the  "ar 
t linistrv  r-~- yv  rd  j r.g  the  r..o  >-•  :.~c  ..i  oi  ciis-ners  of  war. 

I  fitrthor  cerMiy  that  t  e  a'tvt’.cb.ed  I’foord  and  document  in  an 
official  document  cf  the  Japanese  -overrent,  and  that  it  is  cert 
of  the  official  archives  and  fil^s  of  the  followin’;  named  ministry 
or  department  (specifying  else  the  file  numtoer  or  citation,  if  any, 
rr  any  othdr  official  designation  of  the  regular  location  of  the 
document  in  the  archi.ee  or  files): 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
23rd  day  of  Septcr.toer.194S. 

Witness:  /r./  t'o.._i_Ytk  .3 _ 


/s/  S.  Jekanishi _ 

Signature  cf  Official 

SEAL 

AcHrg  Lirector, Japanese  Gov't. 

1 :  0 n--r  cf  '■'*> y_  1 1  f 0  tvs- t i 0 n  Bureau 

Official  Capacity 


Statement  of  Official  Procurement 

I»  2nd  ■  Erie  Pleighrr  .  heretoy  certify  that  I 
am  associated  wi  'j  the  h  -.-  ’-'.-i  .eadiuervers  of  the  Supreme  Commander 
for  the  Allied  ?jwe:-3-  and  lL>o  tite  atoove  certification  was  obtained 
toy  me  from  tho  stooge  rl  'reo.  official  of  the  Japanese  Government  in 
the  conduct  cf  my  0 1 filial  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo _  on  this 

23rd  day  cf  September .1046 


/s/  Trie  W.  Jlcisher.  2nd  Lt. 

JAMS  ’AUSMI 


Vr'itness:  / s/  *--enrv  T.  Cmechj 

End  Lt.  Inf. 
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